
Not only the German Connemara Pony breeder's 

world lost one of its doyens, Herbert Imping 

passed away early on Saturday morning after 

suffering from severe illness for the last two years. 

He was 86. 

 

We met Herbert first in 1976 when he was already 

an experienced Connemara pony breeder who 

had imported several ponies from the Netherlands 

and Ireland. I was six years old at that time and my 

family was invited to his house situated in the 

mildly mountainous region "Sauerland" in 

Westfalia. We got a warm hearted welcome from 

him and his wife Helga, who had loads of tea and 

food for us while Herbert provided us with pony 

stories and Irish stories and did so continuing  for 

hours. To me visiting them has been like that ever 

since then. Last time we visited him about 4 

weeks ago, now with my own two year son who 

was as impressed by his beard like I was more 

than thirty years before.  

 

He was not only a pony man and a passionate whip, he loved his hunting and fishing, he kept bees 

and had great skills in all kind of crafts and built his own carriages. He loved travelling the world 

and it was only two years ago that he came home from a 12 weeks trip to Alaska. He was devoted 

to the breed and served both German Connemara Pony Societies for many years as president, 

working for their reuninification.  

 

Herbert's most renown mare was Ganty Mint (Carna Bobby-Clonkeehan Auratum) that he bought 

after long time negotiations from Joe MacNamara in Craughwell, Connemara. She was carrying a 

filly foal by Calla Boy which was called  Bigge Calla Mint and left a legacy of daughters for 

Herbert's Bigge Stud behind. Ganty Mint was also the dam of the stallion Power Boy who sired no 

less than 6 states premium mares and the licensed stallion Pollux S. 

 

He will be dearly missed by those who loved him and those who respected him. 

 

  

Sabine Dröge from Germany 


