Battle of the Breeds 2010
The team members this year were | to r:

Chris Knox
(K.F. Hobby)

Phil Knox
(K.F. Felicity)

Morganne Shearer
(BM Rory O’Sullivan))

Ailsa Antialla
(Celtic Fyre) aka Dances with Doris

This year there were 12 breeds competing. The first event is always compulsory skills. Chris rode a nic
test, and we all thought she was marked very harshly. Phil drove a superb test with Flicka and had the
highest score of the whole event. When the scores were combined, we placed 2™ in the class.

The jumping in the afternoon was “interesting”. There were many upsets with one mule refusing to go
anywhere near even the first jump, and a very small girl on a shetland taking a tumble. Ailsa had an
excellent round on Fyre and opted for the jeopardy fence. Unfortunately she had a refusal which knocked
100 points from her score. 13 year old Morganne also had a very good round on Rory. There was a mis-
understanding about the time allowed for taking the jeopardy fence, and she failed to take this jump. We
ended up with 5" ribbon.

The obstacle driving on Friday morning is always a crowd pleaser as they think up such difficult things.
Phil and Chris were at a disadvantage with a 4-wheel cart when a nasty back-up was added to the course.
Both had good solid rounds, and we placed 5" in this event. I must say that the standard of driving has
greatly improved over the last few years as it used to be an accident waiting to happen with untrained
animals.

Barrel racing is always late on Friday in the sand ring, with a big crowd sitting in the stands and on the
grass bank. Morganne had an excellent run on Rory, and Ailsa and Fyre were fantastic! The top 6 teams
go into a run-off and we had our best ever finish with a 2™. Well done Morganne and Ailsa — your practice
paid off!

The trail class on Saturday is always a matter of luck, and is completely unpredictable. At this point the
three contending breeds were Morgan, Quarter Horse and us. Unfortunately the normally very quiet and
obedient Flicka was having an “off”” day and they also missed completing the jeopardy obstacle by one
second. Morganne and Rory made up for it with an excellent round which put our team in 6™ place when
the scores were combined.

The final result was Morgans 1st, Q.H’s 2" and we were 3™. Not a bad result at all and we were very close
to being 2™.

The amount of time and effort (not to mention cost) put in by our team members cannot be under-
estimated, and they are surely deserving of our thanks. The exposure we receive at this event is fantastic
and benefits all our breeders.



