
Park Benjamin shines in Finland 

There are quite a few pure bred Connemara and part bred Connemara ponies jumping in the top 
pony level in Finland, the best of them even showing their back hooves to bigger horses.

One of them is a beautiful fleabitten gelding Park Benjamin (G-2711), who is bred by Sandra 
Parkinson from Co. Kildare. His sire is Ashfield Festy (S-859), and the dam is Spanish Dancer (M-

8211) by Mervyn Pookhaun. He was imported to Finland as a 9-
year-old in 2006 by Irish born trainer Eowen Earlie, who had seen 
a video of the gelding competing in international level in 
eventing.

Park Benjamin first took Emilie de la Chapelle to European 
Championship level, and is now jumping with 15-year old Vera 
Elopuro for the second and final year. Last year the pair took a 
number of prestigeous victories, including the Pony Final at 
Helsinki International Horse Show in October. This year they 
started the Pony Cup with a 2nd placement in Helsinki in mid-
May, and the following week left for their first international 
competition in Sweden.

As this is the last pony year for Vera, she hopes her younger sister 
will continue competing with the talented gelding!

Vera Elopuro & Park Benjamin in Helsinki Pony Event / Hevoshullu Pony Cup, 15th May 2010 - arranged at  
Laakso Stadium, which was built for the equestrian disciplines in the 1952 Olympic Games
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